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MARLON JAMES

have been any fucking cigarette. And fuck sweat, yes mos def. With
this sort of homo gay is what he does, not who he is, and he was gay

only an hour ago.

He's first here other than the stage manager, who introduces

himself as the stage manager. No Christian names for this bunch, but

they sound like they know each other, which is likely in battyboy

circles. Stage manager's lips smile but the rest of his face couldn't care

less. On the brown jean boy's shoulders is a Stiissy br Gap T:shirt.

Somebody's daddy can afford flights to Miami. Loose because this

brother is no friend of fat. Vegetarianism, meaning "greens without

the Rasta," took off like a kite at the university but I've never seen this

one on campus.

I wouldn't call it an afro, but there must be a name for high, loose,

curly hair that you neither cut nor style. Skin darker than me, darker

than the stage manager, but lighter than chocolate. Toffee? There's

another name for that which dont sound like it come from a four-

year-old. Caramel? Now I'm starting to sound like a poem from

primary school with snow in it. He is pissing me off. Mostly by being

sort of cute. I mean, dimples, but screw him because he is giving this

fuck-the-absurdity-of-it-a11 smile, which I see on every boy who

graduated five years ago but still roams campus. Every time he looks

at me he raises his left eyebrow. Big eyes, the kind that make you

think a brother is friendly. No, not friendly, interested. No, not

interested, curious. A neat beard wrapped around his chin, and a

mustache over the thick lips that he keeps on licking reminds me

that I am eighteen and only recently grew shit to shave. Wild hair but

tame beard, who knows what that means. I try to stop myself from

doing what I always do, which is to match him to somebody on TV.

Okay, Michael Warren from Hill Street Blues. Shit, there I go again.

Sometimes I wish that what I wrote sounded like Prince lyrics.

Instead I sound like a high school English lit student with a teacher
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MARLON JAMES

shinywood floors, meaning somebodywas still taking care of it.

There's a white platform in the middle of the room. The stage maybe,

with the brown jeans boy sitting on the set? Right boot on the chair,

left boot rubbing against the Persian rug. Maybe this was going to be

one of those stark, minimalist plays I read this semester. And here I
was hoping it would be a pantomime about sweet o1'Jamaica. That's

sarcasm.

To the far wall behind us somebody left up some art' the sorta

abstract-expres sionist-but-check-out-the-titties kinda art in just about

every uptown hallway.

"Them just leave a Christopher Gonzillez hanging like that,"

someone new says walking into the room.

i4, who?" I ask.

"The painting. The painting you was looking at. It's aGonzdlez,"

he says. Tall, tailored, and more interested in the painting than us.

"Worth money?" I ask.

"Depend on what you mean by money."

"Can't buy this house with it but you could buy a houseboy," says

brown jeans.

'Brown," the man says in a.way that makes you think a sigh is

coming.

"Titus."

Names finally. Homos must be the only men who will send a fist

all the way up your bottom and a tongue past your tonsils before they

tell you what their parents call them. Not even here an hour and I am

tired of people already.

Then the man says he is surprised everybodywas late, even though

(1) we were early, (2) it was raining, and (3) he was late, too.

I am thinking I should leave, but then the stage ma;rlager ushers in

everybody at once. I wonder if theywere watching the house, which

usually looks abandoned, waiting to see who went in, wondering if
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somebody was watching then

this dead address on a busv st

Brown, the brown jsans hx

humming ba-da da-da ba-da,

or seven times before I recogr
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but it wasn't sad either Sorta

there are four more pills left t

The stage manager appsrr

fidnt fucking startle me. Trt
this man honestly thinl<s he i
word.

"This is it, this is all?" T'rt

"Marshallt one, Marshall

parry in this month, everi- ru

tlower circle."

"What about the Closeti "

about Fanny Hill?"
"It's 1988, Haveloclc"

"Dont be fresh."

"Three bars, every prirate

two uptown supermarket bat

open yet."

"Oh. I see," Havelock ssr-:

'You the one who didntv
Or any actual theater.'

"Lawks, enough."

'I saw the flyer atJRWor

'You must can read gav c(
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I',1ARLON JAMES

"No need code. 'Drarna audition' already weed out normal man,"

says another r.oice as thin as the man w'ho says it.

"I thought this was an audition?" says a new guy at the back.

Brown. Tall. Half:Chinese{ooking. Wide grin. Wow.

'Audition implies that Titus here have a choice. Way it lookint, we

might be it, Titus," Brown says.

"Brethren, is Jamaica you deh or you forget?" a tall, thick man says

as he steps up on the stage. Stout-stout, as MamaJo would say. Maybe

late fbrties or early fifties, we aring a navy blue suit that said he w'as

conriup5 from a job that paid more rnoney than anv of us rvill make.

Sti1l fresh hair:cut and a trimmer beard than Brown. Flead shaped like

Hotreniot Venus's-backside if tr'm being hotrest.

"Everr,'bodv in thi-. fucking colrntr-y- run on-lanialca tinie," he adrls.

InclLicling yoLt o.t1.Lt tL)e?'i)br.,tiv /:ttt /tl,o, I'nt thinking.

"If ,yo,r z',11 rvent to keep uraiilrrq, sr.'.it yo'lrsslt. But nol--c,<.i','eise

cr'rit^ring." ]]roivri se-l.'s. "-\'our, r,r,et,:h this. fhritj;-s titi'cottri;rg. Yt,,.r're rl1.l

hired!"

'Jordan Brown, just fucking shut it, nuh? Just shut it," Titus r

back. I was beginning to like him.

He joins the other two onstage and tells us to gather around,

snaps

makes every,body move just one step. He did that clearing throat

that people with British accents do and introduces himself as

Havelock Titus. And yes, he is the director, and yes, this is the

audition for the play, well, it was supposed to be. Weil, is. Well .

him just get on with it then.

which

:thing

..let

I thought he was going to do that tedious thing where we al1 have

to give our names and say something clever or corny about ourselves,

but he asks only for names. The big guy in the suit is Omar. The

chubby-cute stage manager is Clive. The hal{:Chinese wour calls

himself Matt Chin (I know, I didn't believe it either) and sits on the

side of the stage. Not in a suit, but his tie is loose, like he was coming
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from a hard day at a desk iob. '

designating the top queen, not

buckles his belt at the waisL or

lotion he uses, or that he hlorr'

blast every day but mosth bec

talk to me call me Orrin Turn

Rainford, but he is so quiet th

Honestly it could be, because .

)Iatt Chin is.

"Short for Matthewi'I rvh

Just Matt," he says. I qpeo

listen.

I cant saywhen even'bods

pointed to Clive, who handed

is not the ful1 script 6111 lrat h

back same time Thurs&r', ius

means you, toor" but I was rn-.

bottom lip: not brown, not Pir

soft, I bet. Light brorrn ski-n

black hair exactly as it mean-..

thin mustache, stubble. \\row.

I have the script in mv hen

'Yours saylng something d

there I remember that untrike

"So how come a white boY

\\-ri:e bor'.
.,r- l-ll-'\ I ! !i.-LtlLi\

ii,,.. k,,r.,
- -.--. -1..-

.: - 1. j]::f
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MARLON JAMES

to me twenty-four hours after I needed it. Fine, my hair is, closer to

DonJohnson than Philip Michael Thomas. And I like to wear brown

because my eyes take on whatever color shirt I'm wearing and

"pussy-eye" was not about to follow me to college. And my daddy

would call himself brown or mixed or a fucking mestizo before he call

himself black. But I heard that in America even one millionth black is

still black, so that's what I call him.

Omar goes over to speak to Havelock; here I am hoping he isnt

telling him to call me the white one. More people who know each

other, it seems. Omar spreads his arms, breaks into a grin, and spins

to look right around the room. Havelock nods, looks at his copy bf
the script, and takes out a pen. Muyb. they all know each other in

some sort ofway. Muyb" they are all theater people, which would

make me the odd one out. Now I was happy that we didnt begin with

us telling each other our reasons for responding to the casting call

flyer. Maybe I would have told them that doing agay play inJamdown

was the kind of thrill that would come closest to what wiping your

backside with a US thousand-dollar bill must feel like. Now, if only

there would be nudity-artistically done, of course. I mean ifwete
going to stage a batryboy revolution, then we cant halFass it.

As for me. I was still looking over at Matt's script when I saw the

name of the play:

Fortune and Men's Eyes, a,play byJohn Herbert.

Matt looks at me, I look at Havelockwho is ready for me with this

nou I goin' haoe to school the plebianslook.I want to say Check this out

you old bitch, as I know the title comes from a Shakespeare sonnet,

having put up with him in A levels. But I want to hear how he talks

down to people.

"Canadian play from t967. Cawed a little fracas when it opened.

Anyway it's set in a prison," Havelock says.

"Like Caged Heat?" Matt asks.

THE T

"What? No."

" Penitentiary? Penite n t t,i,',

"What are you talking ::
"Him fucking with r.ou." l
"You think so? Todar-'s .l:.

Folles or Grease 2," interrup:-.'

"Maybe you're not that i:.
looks away too soon to se c -.

Not goin' lie, but there ,,r'.:

room, and one was me. \l:.:
then scans the jet-black c,:,''.:

author's name in leaf gre .:.. '.

stare at the reader from a h---

"Cover is like Genet'. ,-:.

Iordan.

'Anyway, this is an atia::,
"Into what, pantomim-: -

"No."

"Sad. As much fun as ;-','.,

I grab the book. The b,;..i

degradation and brutalin r: 
=

characters includes a queer :.
named Rocky, and anothe r ::
play?" I ask.

"No. . . it's not. . . \\'1:r :-

me talk."

Easily flustered, this que e :

play has all these layers abc *:

violence, the inevitabilin c: :

Lord of the Flieswith big pe::
"But with man-on-man :-
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MARLON JAMES

"Anyway, this is the kind of play that blows open the whole frag\Ie

myth ofJamaican male sexuality and homophobia," Havelock says.

"Because prison is the ultimate male institution and yet masculine

sexualities that could never happen outside in the normal world

flourish in there all the time. Does prison make the gay, does gay

make the prison, or do homosexuals just have a criminal nature

because our very existence is a crime? But the love that dares not speak

its name speaks loudly behind bars."

"Look ztyov, Titus, dropping Oscar Wilde like ah no nothing.

Scared o' yuh," Jordan says.

"Bosie," I say.

"What?"

'lBosie. The one who called it the love that dare not speak its name.

It's there in his poem 'Two Loves."'

"I know where it is," Jordan snaps, but I don't look in his direction

for what would definitely be a frown, but to Havelock for what I knew

would be a smile. Not even one evening done and all the bitchiness

was beating itself out like dust from a rug. A reason for me to stay

after aII.

"You ever go prison, Havelock?" Matt asks.

"He's definitely been some places dark," Jordan says.

.Will you shut your fucking shit. Just this one tirne" comes from

Havelock.

"So this is some Kid Ralph kinda thing?" Orrin asks.

"Who is that, please?" Havelock sighs out. He's already so tired

ofus.

"Come now, Havelock Titus, even me know'bout the one Kid

Ralph," Matt says. "In prison in the 1950s for assault. As soon as they

let him out, he commit some crime guaranteed to get him locked back

in. Usually rape. \Mord is there is a man in penitentiary who he keeps

going back to. They even staged a wedding in the ce11."

THE D

'And people sayJamaica dc

"Anywlyr" Havelock cuts b

name shouts all sort o'wais ir

there willbe violence- Yes, tht

rape. Sal Mineo, the actor in,
"Rape? Man and man reall

"Those are two different d

"You knowwhat the m2n :

"Gay men doing a gay Plil
Pantomime auditions are in (

looking for. But I was figurin

you're expecting to do somed

am I wrong, gentlemen?"

\Ia1,4

I{e mother must did hit her

comes into my room to tell n

Not even a good morninq-

"Really, Mummy', u'hich 1

or the part that look lilie r-ou

Jacksons?" Mumml'knort s r
"I am a working wornan 1

don't know how- it's h-ard.- st

trook at Daddy and kno* hor

iittle because more and rcor.

3s the one to tell serious silil

u-rldest. Also not a daughter t

srufi-. Or rvhatever srur th-:':

:c, talk about.
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